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Objective of Presentation

• To inform participants about latest status/updates on:

• NERC Standards Development Process
• Emerging NERC Reliability Standards  

• To make the market participants aware of IMO’s active    
involvement

• To highlight opportunities for more involvement of     
market participants
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Introduction
• NERC develops reliability standards, certifies personnel     

and companies, monitors compliance 

• ANSI certified (American National Standards Institute) -
Process

• Continuing & rapid improvements/changes in standards

• Emerging & New NERC Standards (Version’s ‘0’ & ‘1’)
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1. Request for 
Standard

-By submitting Standards 
Authorization Request

5.Draft New or 
Revised Standard

-By assigning a 
Standard Drafting Team 
-- technical expertise

2.Posting of SAR for 
Public Comments

-Upon acceptance by 
Standards Authorization 
Committee-SAC)

3.Solicit Participants 
for Ballot Pool and 
Standard Drafting 
Team
- To participate in 
consensus
- Each SAR into a new or 
revised standard

4.Authorization to 
Proceed with 
Drafting Standard

-Authorizes Standard or 
rejects SAR

6.Solicit Public 
Comments on 
Draft Standard
- Comments accepted 
- 45 day period from 
notice of posting

7.Field Testing
(Industry wide or one 
or more lesser scale 
demonstrations)

8.Analysis of 
comments and Field 
Test Results
- To resolve objections 
expressed 
- further decisions: ballot, 
withdraw or major revision 

* 9. Ballot the New 
or Revised Standard 
- draft standard, all 
comments and responses 
posted on web

* 10. Adoption of 
Standard

11. Implementation 
of Standard

NERC Standards Development Process
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Updates: Proposed Revisions in NERC Reliability 
Standards Process Manual (RSPM)

• Present requirements: Any revision in RSPM must go 
through full-standards approval process

• New Proposal:

(i) Only Fundamental Tenets-revisions require full     
approval process/balloting

(ii) For other procedural/admin revisions:

- public posting/revisions/re-posting
- no balloting required - only summary submissions 

to Board        
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IMO Involvement/Activities
• Adherence to reliability standards - key step towards           

ensuring reliability

• IMO adheres to standards established by:
- NERC, NPCC & IMO Market Rules

• Participation in industry forums in North America

• Emerging two phased Reliability Standards Version ‘0’
& Version ‘1’

- Version ‘0’ - draft 1 comments completed, draft 2 posted 
on Sept 3-2004,  implementation Feb-2005

- Version ‘1’ - on-going/continuing activity
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IMO Reliability Standards Program - Activities
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IMO Activities: Dedicated Web Page
• Established for benefit of the market participants

• Provides information on IMO activities towards reliability 
• link: http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/reliability.asp

• IMO submissions, comments and position papers   
(NERC, NPCC & other key Forums)
• link: http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/reliabilitySubmissions.asp

• Dedicated email folder: Reliability@theIMO.com
(for any questions/comments regarding emerging   
reliability standards)
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IMO Activities: …. Sample of Web Page (Highlights)
link: http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/reliability.asp
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IMO Activities: Compliance -
IMO Reliability Compliance Program (IRCP)

• Standards and Compliance - inter-linked  

• Compliance with Standards: NERC, NPCC, IMO Market             
Rules

• Monitoring of MPs Compliance via IRCP

• NPCC compliance audit found IRCP to be exemplary

• Link: http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/ircp.asp

• email address: IRCP@theIMO.com 
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MPs Involvement: Guidelines for MPs Participation

• MPs may participate/join NERC Registered Ballot Body (RBB) 

• RBB - Comprises all organizations, and entities that: 
• Qualify for one of the segments, and 
• Registered with NERC as potential ballot participants 
• Current with any designated fees. 

Segments
1. Transmission Owners 
2. RTOs, ISOs, and RRCs
3. Load Serving Entities (LSEs) 
4. Transmission Dependent Utilities (TDUs) 
5. Electric Generators 
6. Brokers, Aggregators, & Marketers 
7. Large End-Use Customers 
8. Small End-Use Customers 
9. Regulators or Other Gov’t Entities
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    Information: Statistics of Canadian Representation in RBB
Segments # of Registered

Canadian
Members

Segment 1: Transmission Owners 8
Segment 2: Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs),
Independent System Operators (ISOs) and Regional Reliability
Councils

4

Segment 3: Load-Serving Entities (LSEs) 3
Segment 4: Transmission Dependent Utilities 0
Segment 5: Electric Generators 3
Segment 6: Electricity Brokers, Aggregators and Marketers 1
Segment 7: Large Electricity End Users 0
Segment 8: Small Electricity Users 0
Segment 9: Federal, State, and Provincial Regulatory or other
Government Entities

0

Total members of Registered Ballot Body (North America) = 423
Total Canadian Members = 19 (equivalent to 5% of total RBB)
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Conclusions and Next Steps
• Emerging Reliability Standards  (Version ‘0’ &  Version ‘1’)

• Version ‘0’ upon implementation (2005) becomes part of   
IMO’s Compliance (IRCP)

• Market Participants may: 
• participate in NERC Standards Development Process
• join in balloting for consensus development of standards

• A dedicated web-page for benefit of MPs

• The IMO shall continue to represent Ontario in the 
Reliability Standards Development Process
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References and Links

• NERC Reliability Standards  
https://www.nerc.net/standards/ReliabilityStandards.aspx?tabindex=0&tabid=23

• NERC Reliability Standards Process Manual 
http://www.nerc.com/standards/newstandardsprocess.html 

• Registered Ballot Body Listing 
https://www.nerc.net/standards/ReliabilityStandards.aspx?tabindex=1&tabid=5

• Standards Under Development (emerging standards) 
https://www.nerc.net/standards/ReliabilityStandards.aspx?tabindex=2&tabid=14

• IMO Web page on Reliability related activities 
http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/reliabilitySubmissions.asp

• IMO Web page on Reliability Standards and submissions   
http://www.theimo.com/imoweb/ircp/reliability.asp
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